AT BANAIYAN: A RETROSPECT

it to trickle through his fingers. *W*allahi\ so-and-so has
four hundred camels,' he said, 'and he is not a shaikh, nor
has he money, nor clothes better than mine/

'What happens to the milk ?' I asked.

'Let a man have much milk/ was the answer, cand he
will have many guests. His neighbours expect it of him, and
the passers-by. Any surplus milk will be given to the young
camels.'

Camel hair provides almost all the few household wants
of the nomad life - tent material, ropes, saddle girths, and
miscellaneous trappings. Here again the cow is the more
profitable sex. Her shoulders and back each year yield to
her master's fist or dagger the raw material which his
womenfolk will work up, for weaving is a feminine occupa-
tion; not milking, however, at least with Rashid and
'Awamir, who share the mountain taboo against the
milking of camels by women; on the other hand, the Murra,
Manasir, Sa'ar and Hadhramaut steppe tribes have no such
ban.

Two types of saddle are in use in the sands. The double-
poled saddle - the shadad - placed over the camel's hump.
This, the normal saddle of the rest of Arabia, is used in the
Rub* al Khali only by the Murra, the Sa'ar, and Karab.
By the entire remaining tribes, as indeed in Oman and
throughout the whole of south-eastern Arabia, the zana is
used, a small light frame (without poles) covered with a
goatskin and placed behind the camel's hump. The dis-
tribution of camel saddles is thus geographical; west of my
line of route the tribes use the shadad, east of it the zana.

So also the sands know two dialects of Arabic, but here
the division is latitudinal. There is a northern or Murri
dialect and a southern or Rashid dialect, the latter also
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